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Welcome to our Term 2 Newsletter

Life in school can never be called boring. 6 months ago we were dealing with soaring temperatures
in the forties, this week we were gritting the school site following the snow to be able to ensure we
can open safely!

It has been another very busy half-term at Hellingly Community Primary School with many of our
Christmas celebrations taking place. We kicked off the festive season with a heart warming evening
to turn on the Christmas Tree lights courtesy of Alexis, our bauble winner, swiftly followed by the
beautiful Carol Services with Key Stage 2 at St Peter and St Pauls Church, Hellingly. We celebrated
Christmas Jumper Day with all the children looking splendid and ended the term with a bang with
the brilliant ‘Honky Tonky Donkey’. Our EYFS and KS1 children, supported by the wonderful team,
gave two fantastic performances to their school community and parents and carers. You can’t
beat a school nativity!

On behalf of the school team, a special thank you to the PTA who supported all the above events
as well as organising such a successful Christmas Fair and Secret Room. The funds that are raised by
these events are imperative to the workings of the school. We thank you for the huge donation of
£1800 to purchase new decodable texts for our EYFS and KS1 pupils and the donations towards
OPAL and Forest School.

At Christmas I hope you join us all in taking time to make memories, spend time with loved ones,
share in the gift of giving and think of those in the community and in the
world over who are less fortunate. We wish all of our families a happy
and peaceful Christmas and a healthy
new year.

Michelle McKay and all the team at
Hellingly Community Primary School



Cross Country

On Tuesday 22nd November seven local
schools took part in the School Games
Cross Country Competition at Hailsham
Community College. There were up to 16
runners from years 5 and 6 from each
school.

Our children were amazing and showed
strong team work, competitiveness and
resilience. Well done to all who ran in the
competition and to the three children who qualified to run in the area finals in Lewes in January.

Cross Country recount by Grace and Jacob

We both enjoyed the cross country because it was a fun way to go against other schools. In
addition, it was just the right length so we didn't get too tired. I found it very supportive as my
teammates cheered me on. As well as HCC's staff, the whole race was very well organised. We
thought it was nice that there were students from the school helping out and it's a good way to visit
the school. Even the walk to the field was nice as the landscape wasn't too crowded. As a school
we did well due to Grace coming first and Jacob running well. Everyone who came tried their best
and together it was a fun experience.

Times Table Rockstars

We know its the CHristmas holidays but don’t forget to practise your number bonds

and times tables on TTRS and Numbots. This will help to keep up your mental recall

when we come back to school in January.



Satellites Egyptian Day

Satellites had a fantastic time on their Egyptian Day this term. The day
began by learning about hieroglyphics and writing their names using
the hieroglyphic alphabet - some names were easier to write than
others!
We then became pyramid builders in maths -
calculating how many blocks we would
need when building pyramids of different
heights. We had fun learning all about the
process of mummification, while mummifying
a teddy bear. The children were fascinated
to learn about the book of the dead and

how the Egyptians believed it could help them on their journey to the
afterlife. In the afternoon we designed and painted a death mask. The
children looked brilliant in their costumes and all had a fantastic day!

Starting Reception in September 2023?

I am always so proud to show people around our school and over this term we have shown around
nearly 50 families for next years Reception intake. If your child starts primary school for the first time
next September, you must apply for their school place by 15th January 2023.



https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/admissions/apply-primary

EYFS & KS1 Nativity

Well done to all the children in Galaxies, Asteroids and Comets for their performance of 'Honky
Tonky Donkey'.  There was some lovely singing, fabulous costumes and the children's performances
made it a lovely occasion.

Thank you to all the parents for providing costumes and assisting with 'line learning' where needed.

Costume Bank

If you now have an unwanted costume which you would like to donate to the school, we are
creating a costume bank for future performances. Please bring any donations to the school office.

https://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/education-learning/schools/admissions/apply-primary


New School Uniform

As mentioned in an email the other day. The new uniform will be
available from the 3rd January 2023. Please look out for a voucher
email in the New Year which will give you a discount if you would

like to purchase a uniform straight away. If not, there is no rush
and your child can continue to wear their current uniform. In

September 2023, children can continue to wear their old uniform
or a uniform which has been passed down to them. Please only

buy a new one when necessary.  Thank you for your support.

School Council Update

The School Council have had a busy term supporting MacMillan Coffee Morning, working with the
Mental Health Support Team and organising and judging the Save the Children Christmas Jumper
competition. Well done to Jack and Harry for your winning designs. We look forward to next term
where we plan to meet the School Council from Grovelands!



Year 6 Trip The Imperial War Museum

On Thursday 8th December 2022 class Stars travelled up to
the Imperial War Museum to visit the First and Second World
War galleries. This was to finish our topics that we started in
September. The children left school at 8am and arrived at
the museum by 10.30am. We immediately started with the
interactive exhibits and the children loved exploring the
artefacts and walking through the replica trench. After
lunch we explored the Second World War gallery and were
able to see the inside of a 1940s house, fit inside a Morrison
shelter and see what it would have been like during an
air-raid in an Anderson shelter too. We finished the day with
a quick look at the shop before returning to the coach and
the long journey back to school, arriving at just before 6pm.
It was an excellent day and the children were fantastic.
Well done to all.



PTA

Thank you to all children, parents, carers and all other family members that made our PTA Christmas

Calendar events a success! From the Mufti day donations to Seeing Santa on the last day of term!

The Christmas Tree Lights Switch on was such a great evening for all. Well done to Alexis in XXXXX for

winning the bauble competition! We hope you enjoyed switching on the Tree Lights. A huge thank

you to the Hellingly Church Choir for coming to celebrate with us and for singing, it was a really

lovely start to the festivities. £155.43 was raised from the sales of baubles and refreshments!

Now, the Christmas Fair - Wow! Thank you all for coming. It was so lovely to see you all come and

enjoy the stalls and seeing the REAL Santa in the School Grotto. There are so many parents, Children

and Staff who kindly gave so much of their time to make this

happen and make it special, so thank you all. The fair raised an

amazing £756.50 in just 1.5 hours!

Again, thank you all for your generosity this year, we are so

lucky to be able to raise money to help fund items for our

school. In the summer of 2022 we have ALL contributed to the

building and creation of the Forest School, and we are sure

you’ll all agree, a great investment. The benefits of running

these fundraising events really comes into fruition with projects

the whole school can enjoy and love.

We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas with your families

and friends.

The PTA :)



Please could we again remind all parents to park legally and safely in line with highway regulations
and with consideration for our school community and other road users when dropping off or

collecting children. Please do not park or pull onto the zig-zags to drop off or pick up at any time.

If you are enjoying catching up with each other please do so away from the entrance gate as
space is limited in this area and can cause congestion.

Dogs are not allowed onto the school site and many dog owners wait just outside the school
entrance. Please can we ask that you wait with your dog either at the car park gate or near to the

field entrance rather than directly opposite the school gate.

Local Transport Plan

East Sussex County Council is consulting on their fourth Local Transport Plan. This Plan will look at

improving transport and travel to better connect people to places between 2023 and 2050. They

want to know your views on county wide transport issues, opportunities and priorities which will

affect you and your child(ren) now and in the future. You can help to shape the Plan by

responding to the consultation which can be found online at East Sussex Local Transport Plan 4 -

East Sussex - Citizen Space

Should you have any queries please e-mail LocalTransportPlan@eastsussex.gov.uk or call the ESCC

switchboard on 0345 608 0190.

https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/local-transport-plan-4/
https://consultation.eastsussex.gov.uk/economy-transport-environment/local-transport-plan-4/


Year 2 have some exotic visitors!

In Comets we were lucky to have a visit from ‘Jaws ‘n’ Claws. We were able to hold, touch and stroke lots of
different exotic animals, including a frog (who climbed up the window), a bearded dragon (who didn’t want
to eat for us) and a giant cockroach!
We also learnt all about which animals ate the others and what they all liked to eat! We had a wonderful day
and absolutely loved interacting with the animals.



Forest School

Following on from Comets in Term 1, Asteroids and Galaxies have now been enjoying the Forest
School Site. Forest School’s holistic approach has allowed the children to connect with nature and
find their own interests.

Perhaps the most interesting feature on the site this term has been the mud pit. The children found a
spot, started digging and once they added water their opportunities became endless. They've
made mud pies, mud ice creams, mud monsters, used mud as camouflage, painted with mud and
made muddy hand prints They’ve jumped,splashed, rolled, sat and slid in the mud.

Mud is great! It’s an inclusive, open ended resource. It sparked their
imagination and extended their play. It has allowed them to
develop their communication and motor skills with all that turn
taking, mixing and digging and did you know playing in the mud
actually makes you happy? Scientific studies have discovered that
a bacteria called Mycobacterium Vaccae actually increases
serotonin in the brain. Mud glorious mud!



RUCKSACKS
Due to the limited space in all of our cloakrooms we ask that children do not bring rucksacks to
school unless they have an activity after school which requires a change of
clothes or have a long journey to walk to and from school. We just do not
have the space for 30 rucksacks in our cloakrooms, they end up on the floor
and become a tripping hazard!

Our KS2 Christmas Carol Service By Isobel (Planets)

It was such a joy to hear each and everyone of us fill the church with wonder! We all had a

wonderful time expressing our feelings into a song (Child in a Manger Born) which we all sang

with a smile on our face! We do it so we can share our love for song but most of all to have fun!

Choir is a club but not only is it that, it is a teamwork effort, a goal to achieve and a love to

share. We love to sing and we hope you love to hear it!



SCHOOL OFFICE

School office - It is high on our agenda that the Hellingly Community work in partnership. Please
contact the  school office either via email or telephone if you would like to pass on a message or
have a query.

Using our phone system you can now choose an option to contact ……

1. Absence line (please leave a message by 8.30am) - Please
ensure when leaving a message on the absence line you clearly
state your child has no COVID symptoms.

2. School Business Manager (Mrs Cole)

3. Inclusion Lead (Mrs Andrews)

4. School Office

Hellingly Community Primary School Facebook page
Please like our page Hellingly Community Primary School to keep
updated. You can also find the link to this page on our school
website
https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool

Dates for your diary

2022- 2023
All holidays will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.

Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Term 3 Wednesday 4th January 2023 - Friday 10th  February 2023

Term 4 Monday 20th February 2023 - Friday 31st March 2023

Term 5 17th April 2023 - Friday 26th May 2023 (May Day 1st May 2023)

Term 6 Monday 5th June 2023 - Thursday 20th July 2023
Inset Day Friday 21st July 2023

All term dates and school holidays for this year and next academic year
are listed on the school website
https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/

https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool
https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/


The Rampion Federation is looking for
new governors!

The Rampion Federation was formed in September 2021 from a
partnership between

Grovelands and Hellingly Community Primary Schools. Our two
schools retain their

distinctive characters, but have a shared set of values and
aims, working together under the

leadership of our Executive Head Teacher, Mr Jon Goulding,
and our two Heads of School,

Miss Kathleen Swaine (Grovelands) and Mrs Michelle McKay (Hellingly).

The Federation has a single governing board, whose role is to set the strategic direction for

the two schools, oversee their finances and hold the Executive Head Teacher and senior

leadership to account for the schools’ educational performance. The Board has 13

governors, including parent and staff governors, and a number of other governors who bring

a range of experience and knowledge. Because of some recent turnover of experienced

governors, we now have four vacancies. One of these is for an elected parent governor, and

an election for this will be held next term.

Being a school governor is a rewarding way of volunteering in your local community. As well

as bringing your own particular skills and experience to the important strategic oversight of

the schools’ performance, you are able to participate in the life of one or both schools,

through monitoring visits and attending school events.

The Rampion Board meets in each of the six terms, and we have two Committees, for

Teaching & Learning and Resources, which meet three times per year. Governors are

expected to prepare for these meetings by reading papers in advance. Most governors have

a ‘link’ responsibility for a curriculum, pastoral or management area, and would normally visit

the school around three times a year in connection with this.

The most important attributes for being a governor are enthusiasm for the schools and their



success, and a willingness to give the time needed. The Board is responsible, when it

appoints new governors, for ensuring that there is the necessary range of knowledge and

expertise among all the governors to fulfil all its functions. The Board acts as a collective,

and individual governors don’t ‘represent’ any particular group.

We would be really pleased to hear from you if you would like to put yourself forward as a

possible co-opted governor, or if you know someone who would consider joining our Board.

If you would like to have an informal chat about being a governor, just email me

mnix@hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk with your contact details. I also attach a simple form, which

would help us to see how your knowledge and experience would complement those of

existing governors. If you wish to be considered, please return this to me by email by Friday

20 January 2023.

Clerk to The Rampion Federation Board

We are looking for a new Clerk to the Board of the Rampion Federation.  This is an

important role supporting Grovelands and Hellingly Schools and the Board.  The Board

meets termly (six times a year) and has two Committees, which meet three times a year.

We try now as far as possible to meet in the schools, but some meetings are online.

The main role of the Clerk is to support the Board and the Committees by ensuring that

agendas and papers are prepared and circulated, attending the meetings and writing

minutes.  As papers are prepared and circulated online, good IT skills are essential for this

role.  The Clerk also gives advice to the Board where necessary on procedures.  Induction

and ongoing training are provided by the schools and East Sussex County Council, which

also provides a support and networking service to Clerks.

The role is nominally for 3.25 hours per week throughout the year, i.e. approximately 170

hours per year, and the salary is the pro rata share of £25,271, which is around £2,200 per

year.  The work pattern inevitably varies through the year and is agreed with the Chair of the

Board.

The post is advertised in East Sussex County Council’s Job Vacancies web page

here, where more details can be found, and the closing date is 6 January 2023.



If you would like to know more about being our Clerk, or you know someone who might be

interested, please email me with your contact details at mnix@hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk

Michael Nix, Chair of Rampion Federation Board

mailto:mnix@hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk

