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Welcome to our Term 1 Newsletter

Term one sees us welcoming our new children to Galaxies. Our Reception children are
now in full time and are settling into school life well, learning the new routines and getting
to know the new adults and children in their class.

It was in the first week of term we heard the news of the death of Her Majesty the Queen. The
children showed great respect as we joined together to celebrate her life. We also enjoyed looking
back at photos from our jubilee celebration back in June.

You may have seen the work we had completed over the summer holidays by one of our parents
to create a space for our Forest School. Comets have had a great time exploring the area this term
and we are pleased we can open up the experience to the children in Year 1 and Reception next
term too. We are still after some tree stumps for additional seating in the area if you know of any
suppliers! Ms Brown is leading Forest School at Hellingly and brings to the role a wealth of
experience. If you are interested in helping out at any of our Forest School sessions please do get in
touch with our school office.

Our whole school assemblies this term have focused on our school
values of Respect, Achievement and Perseverance. I enjoyed delivering
an assembly about teamwork and we looked at the achievements of
the Lionesses over the Summer. We decided to send them a Values
Award for each of our School Values and are now waiting to hear their
reply!  We have also discussed World Mental Health Day and the
importance of Black History Month.

The summer holidays seem a long way behind us however I am ever
hopeful for some last glimpses of sun and dry warm days through the half
term.

Thank you for your continued support,

Michelle McKay



Forest School

Comets have been having an amazing experience in Forest School this term.
We have been climbing, building dens, mixing bubbly potions and making
delicious mud pies for Mr Smith to eat!
We have also discovered that there are some secret wood elves called the
Hellibobs, who have been leaving us clues and activities to do. Some of us have
made homes for them and many of us have been writing letters and exploring their space.
The outdoor space is a wonderful opportunity to experiment with taking controlled risks, deciding
our own learning and exploring the natural world around us.

Coats everyday please!

Although the weather has been lovely, there is a real

chill in the air, so please make sure you send a coat in

with your child each day, as we aim to be outside for

playtime and lunchtime, unless it is very, very wet.



Welcome Galaxies

Galaxies have settled into school life wonderfully. They have been busy exploring their classroom
and the school setting. The children have really enjoyed getting to know each other and have
formed some lovely friendships. As the weather has been quite kind to us this term, we have
enjoyed some lovely sunny PE lessons outside and made great use of the mile track with them
whizzing around on our balance bikes. We have been so impressed with how Galaxies have taken
to school life, especially participating in the Harvest Festival service. We are super excited for our
next term together.

Harvest Festival

This term saw all our children take part in their Harvest Festival service in church. It was so lovely to
be able to gather restriction free for the first time in what seemed like ages. It was a first for Galaxies,
who took two trips to the church so early on in the school year, all of which behaved beautifully
and took it all in their stride. At Hellingly, we pride ourselves on our singing abilities and the Harvest
services didn't disappoint! From the youngest to the eldest, the singing was simply lovely. The
children really were a credit to the school.

As a school we collected 84.25kg of food. This is enough to provide 200 families in crisis within
Hailsham and the surrounding area.

Thank you to all of you who contributed items for
the foodbank - yet again you surpassed
expectations!



PTA Update

The PTA had a very productive AGM last week and most of the events for the year were decided,
including the wreath making, christmas light switch-on, christmas fair, bunny bounce and even the
summer fair. Keep an eye out in school comms, email and facebook for dates of upcoming events.

With last year's Stars (Year 6) parents having left the school, we are now finding ourselves with less
members to help with future events. If you are able to help us, whether it be baking or just
volunteering an hour of your time, we are in need of you.

We have had great success with the preloved school uniform shop and we're hoping to do the
same with school costumes, so if you have any old costumes leftover from nativity or a school
theme day, please can we ask you to kindly donate these so that we may pass them onto others
that need them in the future?

If you would like to get in touch with the PTA, please facebook us or email us on
hellinglyschoolpta@gmail.com.

Parents Evening

We are so pleased that we can open up Parents Evening with the teachers to
be held face to face. All year groups will be on Monday 7th November and
Wednesday 9th November from 4pm to 7pm.  Please book this online via the
link hellinglysch.schoolcloud.co.uk. Any problems accessing the
appointments please contact Mrs Boorman at the school office.

Macmillan Coffee Morning

It was quite a quiet affair on our Macmillan Coffee morning but we still
managed to raise £70.75 for such a worthy cause. Thank you for your
donations of cakes, money and purchasing copies of the school council
recipe book.



PLT and House Captains

Last month the children of Stars class went through a vigorous application process to become this year's PLT
and House Captains for Hellingly School. The children firstly had to write a formal letter of application stating
why they felt that they were equipped for the role, followed by a group interview with Mrs McKay and Mr Nix,
our Chair of Governors. All of the children were amazing and showed excellent communication skills.
However, not everyone could be successful but congratulations go to the following children:

PLT - Ellie, Alfie, Jacob, Layla, Harry and Lily. You will see the PLT on the gates in the morning welcoming our
children into school. The PLT wear purple Hellingly jumpers.

House Captains: Toby, Heidi, Dulcie, Grace, Orla, Connie, Marcel and Oakley.  Look out for The Head of
House captains badges showing you what team they lead.

They have already been busy organising and leading games and sporting challenges for reception, year 1
and year 2 at lunchtimes and are doing a great job!

Throughout the year they will also help lead inter house competitions such as netball, basketball and hockey
and support events like sports day. The children have already started their new roles very well indeed, setting
an excellent example to the rest of the school. We wish them success for the rest of the year.



Asteroids visit Bedgebury!

Asteroids visited Bedgebury Pinetum on a lovely sunny day and were shown some of the
special trees that grow there by Kerry, our teacher from the Forestry Commision. The
children learned about the different types of evergreen trees that are grown at Bedgebury,
such as the Redwood, which is one of the largest trees in the world! We tested the feel of
the bark on their trunks. We used our senses to explore and engage with the forest,
including some great listening whilst holding our special listening crystals.

School Photographer

The School Photographer will be coming to take individual photos on
the 10th November. Please ensure your children come to school in full
uniform for their photo which will be ready for Christmas.



Messages from our Year 6 Leavers

At Hellingly we always find the start of the new school year very exciting and we love welcoming our
Reception children into school as well as many other new starters across the school. But we do always have a
thought for our previous Year 6’s who moved onto new adventures at secondary schools. We have heard
back from some of our past pupils who have shared some of their experiences in their first few weeks at HCC,
Kings Academy and St Richard’s.

Harry ‘I am really enjoying Hailsham Community College, I enjoy doing PE the most and
have joined the football team  and been selected to play in the first match. I enjoy meeting
up with my Hellingly friends at break and lunch time’

Jack’s comments ‘The past few weeks have been fun at Hailsham community college.
There’s so many more students here (there’s nearly 200 students in my year alone!).

It’s difficult to say what I have done this term as I have done so much. Some highlights are:

● My class got their Bunsen burner licences which means we can now use them by ourselves in
science lessons.

● We had some people come into school to demonstrate different instruments. We can learn
them if we want.

● Every day we have mentor time with our class to talk to each other about how our days have
been (every subject has different students from year 7 so it’s rare that we are together).

Lastly I have to mention the lunches which are great! Top tip - either be 1 minute early
or 15 minutes late to avoid the queue!

"I'm really enjoying Kings academy and although I'm missing everyone at Hellingly I've
found Transition easy and am getting on really well " comments Maisie

Esmae says ‘I got so scared of getting lost (at St Richard’s) but now I
am perfectly fine about going round the school. I have also made new friends.

We wish them continued success and enjoyment with their studies.



SCHOOL JUMPERS AND CARDIGANS

We have 200 children wearing the same cardigans and jumpers to school. Therefore, if one
is lost and not named it is very difficult to return it to its owner. Please can we ask that every
school jumper and cardigan is named as well as any other item of clothing or equipment.
Thank you

Hair Up!

Please can all girls with long hair have their hair up please. This is for their
safety during PE and running around the playground.  Also it helps to prevent
the spread of nits!!

Times Table Rockstars

Numbots and TT-Rockstars data is continually checked by your child’s

teachers to see how often and what progress is being made. A celebration of learning will now be

celebrated during an assembly each month. A child from each class will be selected and also the class

which has made the most amount of progress will also be celebrated. Please encourage your child to

spend time practising their times tables and number bonds to support this.

Jewellery

Please be reminded that the only earrings children are to wear to school are

studs. This is for safety reasons. Hoops earrings are not acceptable and will be

asked to be covered. Children will be required to remove earrings for PE

sessions as this is by far the safest option when taking part in physical activities.

We would therefore strongly advise that earrings are not worn on PE days.

We also ask that other jewellery such as bracelets, necklaces are not worn. We will ask children

to remove these if they are worn to school.



RUCKSACKS
Due to the limited space in all of our cloakrooms we ask that children do not
bring rucksacks to school unless they have an activity after school which
requires a change of clothes or have a long journey to walk to and from
school. We just do not have the space for 30 rucksacks in our cloakrooms, they
end up on the floor and become a tripping hazard!

SCHOOL OFFICE

School office - It is high on our agenda that the Hellingly Community work in partnership.
Please contact the  school office either via email or telephone if you would like to pass
on a message or have a query.

Using our phone system you can now choose an option to contact ……

1. Absence line (please leave a message by 8.30am) -
Please ensure when leaving a message on the absence line
you clearly state your child has no COVID symptoms.

2. School Business Manager (Mrs Cole)

3. Inclusion Lead (Mrs Andrews)

4. School Office

Hellingly Community Primary School Facebook page
Please like our page Hellingly Community Primary School to keep updated. You can also find the link to this

page on our school website https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool

https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool


Clerk to The Rampion Federation of Grovelands and
Hellingly Community Primary Schools

We are looking for a new Clerk to the Board of the Rampion Federation.  This is an important role
supporting Grovelands and Hellingly Schools and the Board.  The Board meets termly (six times a
year) and has two Committees, which meet three times a year.  We try now as far as possible to
meet in the schools, but some meetings are online.

The main role of the Clerk is to support the Board and the Committees by ensuring that agendas
and papers are prepared and circulated, attending the meetings and writing minutes.  As papers
are prepared and circulated online, good IT skills are essential for this role.  The Clerk also gives
advice to the Board where necessary on procedures.  Induction and ongoing training are provided
by the schools and East Sussex County Council, which also provides a support and networking
service to Clerks.

School Council Update

All classes from Year 1 to 5 have elected their
School Council representatives and we have
held our first meeting. In our first meeting we
introduced ourselves to each other and talked
about our projects for the next two terms.

Over terms 1 and 2 the School Council are
producing a Recipe Book in support of raising
money for the MacMillan Coffee morning on the
11th of October, creating Worry Boxes for their classrooms and leading the Save the Children
Christmas Jumper day. We will also be focusing on Road Safety. We are really looking forward to
getting started!



The School Council wanted to share their tips for staying safe online during the October
break. Here are their tips for keeping safe online:

● Never reply or chat to people when playing online you do not know
● Don’t give out any personal information
● Don’t accept friend request you didn’t organise yourself and checked with an

adult
● Always check with an adult before you download a new app
● Always tell an adult or ask for help if you are not sure
● Limit your screen time and make sure you are doing lots of exercise too and

playing in the sunshine

Dates for your diary

2022- 2023
All holidays will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.

Term 1 Monday 5th September 2022 - Friday 21st October 2022

Term 2 Tuesday 1st November 2022 - Friday 16th December 2022
Inset day Monday 31st October 2022
Inset Day Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Term 3 Wednesday 4th January 2023 - Friday 10th  February 2023

Term 4 Monday 20th February 2023 - Friday 31st March 2023

Term 5 17th April 2023 - Friday 26th May 2023 (May Day 1.5.23)

Term 6 Monday 5th June 2023 - Thursday 20th July 2023
Inset Day Friday 21st July 2023

All term dates and school holidays for this year and next academic year are listed on the school website
https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/

https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/
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