
Year 4 Curriculum Overview – 2021 - 2022
Curriculum

Map

Year 4
Term and

focus
Term 1 and 2

History
Term 3 and Term 4

Geography
Term 5 and 6

Creative

Topic
Vehicle

Invaders
Romans, Vikings and Saxons

Earth Shattering Events Environment

Enquiry
Question

How have the Romans influenced our lives in
2021?

How did the Anglo Saxons and Vikings build on the
Roman legacy?

How do countries help each other after a natural disaster? How does our use of plastics affect the environment?

Visit or
experienc

e Roman Hands on History workshop
Visit from Jo-Nepal-Earthquake 2015 paramedic

UK MED
and Adam- New Zealand Earthquake Christchurch UKISAR

Possible fundraising for UKISAR
https://www.uk-med.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Challenge-even

t-fundraising-pack-.pdf

Beach or local area  clean-up project
Coastal field trip

Power of
Reading

Core Text

The Leopard in the Golden Cage (historical fiction based on Roman
Britain)

Arthur and the Golden Rope (historical fiction picture book)

Escape from Pompeii (Mount Vesuvius eruption-Romans)

Storm (supernatural fiction) and Mousehole cat (picture book fiction)

One Plastic bag (other cultures)

Song of the Dolphin Boy (fiction based on plastic pollution)

English
Writing

opportunit
ies

Informal letter
Narrative-speech section

Newspaper article
Free verse poetry and Anglo Saxon riddles-Kennings

Narrative-retell story
Non-chron report
Descriptive writing

Poetry- personification, similes-song

Instructions
Persuasive

Narrative-adventure
Poem

Punctuatio
n &

grammar

Inverted commas for speech
Word classes

Fronted adverbials
Paragraphing

https://www.uk-med.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Challenge-event-fundraising-pack-.pdf
https://www.uk-med.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Challenge-event-fundraising-pack-.pdf


Spelling sub-
inter-
super-
anti-
auto-
-sure
-ture

homophones
apostrophe plural

in-
apostrophe plural

apostrophe irregular plural
-ssion

common exception words
-tion
-cian
-ation
-ous

apostrophe plural
apostrophe irregular plural

-ous
s, as, sc

-gue
-qu

homophones
common exception words

Maths Number: Place value
Number: Addition and Subtraction

Measurement: Length and Perimeter
Number: Multiplication and Division

Number: Multiplication and Division
Measurement: Area
Number: Fractions
Number: Decimals

Number: Decimals
Measurement: Money

Measurement: Time
Statistics

Geometry: Properties of shape
Geometry: Position and direction

Science
Animals including humans-Link to Romans

Basic parts of the digestive system
Different types of teeth in humans and functions

Food chains, identifying producers, predators and prey.

States of matter
Compare and group solids, liquids or gases

Heating and cooling effects
Evaporation and condensation in the water cycle

Electricity
Construct a simple series electrical circuit,

Identify and name basic parts
Understand issues in a circuit

Conductors and insulators
Investigation

Living things and habitats
Group living things - living, non living, never lived

Classification keys
Environmental changes and their effects

Sound
link to oceans and water

Vibrations from sounds
Pitch of a sound

Volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations
Link between distance and sound

Geography
Locational Knowledge

Counties in Europe (Italy and Roman Empire)
Features of Roman Roads and where they are in UK  Economic

activity including trade links
Similarities and differences between places (Italy and UK).

Human and Physical
Describe volcanoes and earthquakes and other natural disasters

Plate tectonics,
Describe the water cycle

Place knowledge
Similarities and differences between places (linked to weather: UK and another country

of choice).

Human and Physical
Key natural resources in the locality.

Changes to world environment over time
How humans manage and sustain environment - laws, recycling,

carbon footprint
How humans affect the environment- pollution, plastics

Locational Knowledge
Comparing quality of life in different locations and environments.

Changes in the environment and effects on people

Skills and Fieldwork
Map drawing with keys
6 figure grid references

Measure distances using a scale.

History
Roman Empire and its

impact on Britain

Use primary and secondary
resources to understand
Roman armies, life and roads.
Look at contradictory sources
for Boudica and her revolt.
Julius Caesar’s attempted
invasion in 55-54 BC, the
Roman Empire by AD
42Hadrian’s Wall

Viking and Anglo-saxon
struggle for the kingdom of

England
King Ethelred II and the
introduction of Danegeld.
Viking life and longboats
Laws and justice in Anglo-Saxon
times
Anglo Saxon Gods
Saxon burials - grave mystery - who
does it belong to (looking at clues)

Historical enquiry
The Great Storm of 1987 - explore what happened and research different sources.

Local history, effects, reasons and aftermath.



RE Buddhism- Life of the Buddha
I can tell you some of the Siddhattha did try to be happy and

explain why I think they didn’t work for him.
I can begin to show an understanding of what happy means to

Buddhists

Christianaity- Christmas
I can start to explain which Christmas symbols tell Christians

something about the incarnation (Jesus being God on earth
I can ask questions about what Christmas means to Christians and

compare this with what it means to me.

Judaism-Passover
I can describe some of the things Jewish people do to show respect to God and have

some understanding why they feel it is important to do so.
I can start to identify how it would feel Kashrut.

Christinaitiy-Easter
I can explain how Christians might try to put into practise Jesus’ teachings about

forgiveness.
I can give my opinion about forgiveness and suggest what people might say.

Buddhism-The 8 Fold Path
I can describe how aspects of the 8 - fold path would help Buddhists

know how to live good lives.
I can start to tell you why some aspects of the 8-Fold path might be

hard for some Buddhists to stick to.

Christinaiyt-Prayer and worship
I can describe some of the ways Christians use churches to worship/

celebrate Holy communion or participate in Baptism.
I can say why I think the church may or may not be important to

Christians.

Art
Collage

Roman Mosaics using work of Joan Miro for inspiration
Painting

Colour mixing and matching;  tint, tone, shade - volcano picture (in the style of
Margeret Godfrey)

Printing
Mono and relief printing of leaves and flowers in the style of Anna

Atkins and exploring fabric printing.

Drawing
Sea / coast sketching

Mick Bensley- sea/stormey scene paintings of Eastbourne and
Brighton.

DT Processes
Design and make a moving Christmas card-levers

Processes
Design and make electrical system.

Cooking and Nutrition

Follow recipes that involve several processes, skills and
techniques (Cheese Straws).

ICT
4.2 Online safety (4 lessons)

4.7 Effective searching (3 lessons)
4.4 Writing for different audiences ( 5 lessons)

4.8 Hardware Investigators
4.3 Spreadsheets

4.5 Logo
4.6 Animation

4.1 Coding (teach terms- algorithm, sequence, selection,
iteration, variable)

PE
Basketball

Gymnastics
OAA

Dance
Dance
Hockey

Gymnastic Apparatus
Fitness

Swimming
Tennis

Rounders
Athletics

Music
Pop

ABBA’s music
Mixed Styles

Exploring and developing playing
skills using the glockenspiel

Grime
Writing lyrics linked to a theme

Gospel
Soul/Gospel music and helping one another

The Beatles/Pop
The Beatles, equality and civil

rights

Classical
The history of music,look back and
consolidate learning, learn some of

the language of music.

French Adjectives
Reading familiar words

Numbers

Working out meanings
Following words when reading

Writing sentences with adjectives
Ask and answer questions

Change simple sentences to make new ones
Grammar

Read and recognise familiar
phrases and sentences

Write simple phrases from
memory

Write simple phrases from memory
Grammar

RSHE Being Me in My World
Being part of a class team

Being a school citizen
Rights, responsibilities and

democracy (school council)
Rewards and consequences

Group decision-making
Having a voice

What motivates behaviour

Celebrating Difference
Challenging assumptions
Judging by appearance
Accepting self and others
Understanding influences

Understanding bullying
Problem - solving

Identifying how special and unique
everyone is

First impressions

Dreams and Goals
Hopes and Dreams

Overcoming disappointment
Creating new, realistic dreams

Achieving goals
Working in a year group

Celebrating contributions
Resilience

Positive attitudes

Healthy Me
Healthier friendships

Group dynamics
Smoking
Alcohol

Assertiveness
Peer pressure

Celebrating inner strength

Relationships
Jealousy

Love and loss
Memories or loved ones

Getting on and falling out
Girlfriends and boyfriends
Showing appreciation to

people and animals

Changing Me
Being unique

Having a baby
girls and puberty

confidence in change
Accepting change

Preparing for transition
Environmental change


