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Newsletter  

10th February 2022  

Welcome to our Term 3 Newsletter 

This term Galaxies have enjoyed a school trip to the library and made leaps in their writing and spelling skills 

using the Little Wandle Phonics Programme, Comets  have been writing diary extracts and Stars have 

completed an interesting enquiry about the explorer Ernest Shackleton. 

This term we also say goodbye to Miss Hosken. Miss Hosken began her teaching career at Hellingly in November 

2019 and will continue her career in Berkshire with Key Stage two children. It has been a pleasure having Miss 

Hosken on our teaching team (and all her wonderful hairstyles!). I am sure you will join us in wishing her every 

success with her move and her new role.  Mrs White will be joining the school team from Term 4 and taking the 

role of Asteroids class teacher. 

Next term we look forward to inviting you in to view your children's work as well as World Book Day, welcoming 

back the Book Fair, Parent Consultations and (hopefully)class assemblies from Planets, Galaxies and Meteors.  

The children at Hellingly never cease to amaze me! After our most hard hitting time in terms of covid cases the 

children in school, and those well enough to access learning at home have continued to work hard. I cannot 

go without mentioning the staff across the school too, who have continued to be fabulous during the 

pandemic and I would like to thank them all for their calm approach and positive attitude in ensuring the 

school environment remains a happy and exciting place for all our children. We would like to 

thank our families for your continued support, in  testing your children where necessary and 

ensuring we are kept  informed about illnesses and absence.  

A word that has been used a lot during the pandemic has been resilience. I think this is 

something not only young people have needed to adopt but all of the rest of us have needed 

bucket loads of too. Research suggests that there are three positive factors to help improve 

resilience and they will be of no surprise to you: family, individuality and community but the 

main thread through all of these is being connected with supportive people. So I do hope your 

half term allows time to be with friends and family and some time to relax. 

 

Mrs McKay, Head of School 

SCHOOL JUMPERS AND CARDIGANS 

 

We have 200 children wearing the same cardigans and jumpers to school. Therefore, if one is lost and not 

named it is very difficult to return it to its owner. Please can we ask that every school jumper and cardigan is 

named as well as any other item of clothing or equipment. Thank you 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Comets -  The Great Fire of London! 

 

Year 2 have been busy learning about what a witness is and have looked at the famous work of an important 

historical witness - Samuel Pepys.   

They have also been learning a lot about this important historical national event and have had a go at writing 

their own diary entries just like Samuel Pepys! 

Read about Samuel Pepys day on Monday 3rd September 1666  in Kelsie’s diary entry below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Children’s Mental Health Week 7th - 13th February 

The theme of this year's Children’s Mental Health Week is  Growing Together. 

Growing Together is about growing emotionally and finding ways to help each other 

grow. Challenges and setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying new 

things can help us to move beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility 

and potential. However, emotional growth is often a gradual process that happens 

over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit ‘stuck’.  

This term the whole school's PSHE theme has been Dream and Goals. Children in all year groups have been 

setting goals and considering how these can be achieved and ways to overcome challenges. We finish this 

term with a wellbeing afternoon filled with activities in keeping with the theme of Growing Together. 

On Thursday the children enjoyed a well being afternoon in their classrooms taking part in Art, Yoga, 

mindfulness activities and the Galaxies opened their own spa! 

 

You can find out more about this week by following this link: 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/ 

 

https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-and-carers/


 

Online Safety - TikTok 

 

As half term approaches, we know that children will have a 

lot more time to access the online platforms and games 

they love. We have taken the time to compile some key 

points to help you and your children stay safe while 

accessing the ever-growing popular platform ‘TikTok.’ 

 

What is it? 

To use TikTok you must be over 13 years of age. 

You can… 

● Watch music clips 

● Watch other users from around the world lip synching, dancing etc. 

● Record and share clips 

● Edit short videos and use special effects 

 

It is very clear why this is a popular platform as it can be used in many fun ways, but we need to be aware that 

the videos shared are not always checked and your child may see something they should not. 

 

What are the risks? 

Some videos may include… 

● Explicit language 

● Nudity 

● Inappropriate imagery 

● Violence 

● Strangers attempting to contact you 

● Risky viral challenges ( more information can be found here https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en-

sg/online-challenges/ ) 

 

What can we do? 

You can use the settings to manage and control what your child can see and do on the platform, and it is easy 

to do. 

Other tips include… 

● Setting the profile to private 

● Discussing the importance of not sharing personal information e.g., location, phone number and age 

● Family pairing mode – this allows adults to control what their child sees and what they can access. It 

also allows you to set a screen time limit. 

 

 

Pens for Kids  
 

In school we order pens and pencils for our children with little thought apart from 

ensuring they are the right/best ones for them. This organisation supports those that this is 

not such an easy option. 

Pens For Kids UK, are a family-run not for profit organisation focused on sending pens and 

pencils to children around the world who cannot afford such items #pensforkidsuk 

Is half term the time for a pen/pencil drawer sort out?  

Read about this amazing organisation here:  https://www.pensforkids.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en-sg/online-challenges/
https://www.tiktok.com/safety/en-sg/online-challenges/
https://www.pensforkids.co.uk/


 

CROSS COUNTRY ACHIEVEMENTS 

Thursday 20th January saw two of our Key Stage 2 children travel to Lewes Rugby Club to compete in the 

South Downs Area Cross Country Finals. Matthew and Grace had already competed against other local 

Hailsham schools to qualify for the finals. Both Matthew and Grace ran a good race and we are incredibly 

proud of their achievements.  

Just under 120 children in total took part, Matthew placed 24th and Grace placed 13th. Both have qualified 

for the Sussex County Finals in Brighton at the beginning of March. We wish them both the very best of luck. 

Well done to both Matthew and Grace! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

YEAR 4 - THE METEORS  

Meteors enquiry is How do countries help each other after a natural disaster? Their Power of Reading text has 

been  Escape from Pompeii. This week Year 4 have been studying the artist Margaret Godfrey, ready to design 

and create their own mixed media piece about volcanoes. 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE 

School office - It is high on our agenda that the Hellingly Community work in partnership. Please contact the school 

office either via email or telephone if you would like to pass on a message or have a query.  

Using our phone system you can now choose an option to contact ……  

1. Absence line (please leave a message by 8.30am) - Please ensure when 

leaving a message on the absence line you clearly state your child has no 

COVID symptoms.  

2. School Business Manager (Mrs Cole)  

3. Inclusion Lead (Mrs Andrews)  

4. Pastoral Lead (Mrs Ribbons)  

5. School Office  

 

Hair Up! 

Please can all girls with long hair have their hair up please. This is for their safety during PE 

and running around the playground.  Also it helps to prevent the spread of nits!! 

 

 

 

 
 



Galaxies - A trip to our local library 
 
The Galaxies have been busy this term learning about transport and the different ways we can travel. We had 

a brilliant class trip to Hailsham library, travelling there and back on the 51 bus! It was a great day for talking 

about what we could see and talking about how the bus is a type of transport that helps us to get from one 

place to another.  

 

The children listened brilliantly to stories in the library and were able to borrow different types of books for our 

classroom. We were very proud of how well our youngest pupils listened and took part in it all.  

 

 

 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS 
Hopefully you have seen the parent consultations email. As before we will be having these consultations over 

the phone.   

Please follow the link sent in the email on Monday 7th February to select an allocated time. Please ensure you 

add the phone number you want to be contacted on for this meeting in the comment box when booking your 

time online. These will be 10 minute consultations. The dates and timings are different for each class. 

 

Please note Asteroids will have their parent consultations in Term 5. 

 

Viewing your child's work 

Following the success of the open classrooms prior to the parent 

consultations in term 2 we have decided to follow the same system again.  

Our classrooms will be open between 3.15 - 3.45 on the Monday 21st, 

Tuesday 22nd and Friday 25th of the first week back. 

We hope you will be able to view your child's work at one of these open 

classroom opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maths  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TT Rockstars supports the rapid recall of their times tables. Numbots aids their rapid recall of their number bonds 

and addition and subtraction facts 

The TimesTable Rockstar Award will be celebrated in each class this week awarded to the child who 

has made the most effort and challenged themselves with their Times Tables or Number bonds. 

 

 

Last Friday we took part in the NSPCC number day. The children came 

in dressed in all things number related. The children enjoyed looking at 

maths in a different context to solve puzzles and complete challenges.   

Year 2 enjoyed place value games and became Sudoku legends! 

 Year 3 took part in number challenges and helped to solve ‘Buddy’s’ 

puzzle.  

Year 5 looked at maths in everyday life and how it supports lots of jobs. 

They also completed a number quiz in groups.  

Thank you for all your hard work with the children’s costumes. As a school we raised…..which will go to the 

NSPCC 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Trampolining success for Hellingly 

 

Sophie, Dexter and Summer all did our school proud representing Hellingly Community Primary School 

at the regional qualification for British Schools Trampoline Finals. 

 

Summer and Sophie were both in the female year 1-6 intermediate category, which was a tough 

category. Sophie placed 9th and Summer placed 1st. Dexter was in the boys years 1-6 novice 

category and also placed 1st.  

 

Hellingly School went through to the Zonal Final in January and after success again are now through to 

the National Schools final in Macclesfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hellingly Community Primary School Facebook page 

Please like our page Hellingly Community Primary School to keep updated. You can also find the link to this 

page on our school website https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool  

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool


COVID - 19 Update 

 

We are closely monitoring the current situation with 

regards to the number of cases in school and the 

area. We will keep you informed of any changes that 

may occur over the holidays via Schoolcomms. 

 

In the meantime we ask for you to wear a mask when 

picking up and dropping off your child at the start 

and end of the day and to not come onto the school 

premises if you have any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19. 

  

This communication and information helps us have a very clear oversight of cases within our school. 

 

We ask that for the health and safety of our school community you remain extra vigilant of the three 

main symptoms of coronavirus:- 

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 

measure your temperature) 

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

If your child has a positive reading on an LFD but does not have symptoms they do not need a PCR but do still 

need to isolate.  

If your child is showing symptoms as described above a PCR test must be booked and taken even if the 

symptoms are mild.  

Further details can be found here: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-

symptoms/ 

 

If numbers continue to reduce we will go back to our normal playtimes, lunchtimes and clubs re-starting from 

Term 4. 

 

Dates for your diary  
 

2021 - 2022 
All holidays will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. 

 

Term 1 Monday 6th September 2021 - Friday 22nd October 2021 

Term 2 Monday1st November 2021 - Friday 17th December 

Term 3 Tuesday 4th January 2022 - Thursday 10th  February 

Term 4 Monday 21th February 2022 - Friday 1st April 2022 

Term 5 Wednesday 20th April 2022 - Friday 27nd  May 2022 (May Day 2.5.22) 

Term 6 Monday 6th June 2022 - Thursday 21st July 2022  
 
All term dates and school holidays for this year and next academic year are 

listed on the school website https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-

dates/  

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/main-symptoms/
https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/
https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/


Love is……….. 

With Valentine's Day falling in Half Term we asked the children 

what the word love meant to them. 

 

Love is…kindness and respect shown to each other - Isobel (Meteors) 

Love is…is making something for your mum" - Seren (Galaxies) 

Love is…chocolate - Mrs Betts (Comets) 

Love is…when you like a person and you want to marry them - James 

(Satellites) 

Love is… pizza with your family - Maxim (Meteors) 

Love is….when you like something so much - Phoebe A (Galaxies) 

Love is… truth and loyalty - Dulcie (Planets) 

Love is… spending time with family - Rowan (Meteors) 

Love is….is going to school happy" - Evie (Galaxies) 

Love is…when you marry someone" - Evie (Galaxies) 

Love is…. kissing on the lips! - Parker added that he also loves his sea monkeys and their having 

babies so they must be in love (Comets) 

Love is… caring for someone - Connie (Planets) 

Love is…our dinosaurs, our animals and football - Samuel (Satellites) 

Love is…giving kisses" - Phoebe (Galaxies) 

Love is… when Thor (my cat) licks my face! - Vaya (Planets) 

Love is…it is like joy - Sonny (Comets) 

Love is…what spreads around at Christmas and joyfulness - Olly (Satellites) 

Love is… happiness and respect - Heidi (Planets) 

Love is… kindness - Taylor (Comets) 

Love is…having a cuddle! - Eva (Comets) 

Love is… kindness - William (Satellites) 

Love is…when you are playing with someone nicely" - Aiden (Galaxies) 

Love is…when you care for someone - Louis A (Satellites) 

Love is…when you like someone or something like ma and my cat called Bella - Pippa 

(Satellites) 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


