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Welcome to our Term 2 Newsletter

What a busy end of term! Starting with the Christmas tree being lit up on the 1st December then two carol
concerts, a trip to The Imperial War Museum, three nativity performances, Christmas dinner and an online
pantomime I think we are all ready to bunker down for some family time and well
earned rest.

It was our absolute delight to welcome so many of you to this year’s carol
concerts. Considering the current situation with the pandemic, this year's services
surpassed all our expectations. We had lots of families joining us, some amazing
singing, happy smiling faces and we were delighted to be back in the church
celebrating together. We really can’t thank you all enough for coming and
supporting the children, who all worked so hard and sang so beautifully.

What a wonderful Nativity performance was enjoyed by all who came along to enjoy with the younger
children! Some of the children (and staff!) were nervous as it was our first big occasion in such a long time, but
nerves were forgotten once the show was underway. We enjoyed a range of wonderful songs and singing,
'flicker, flicker' is a firm favourite with the children. An extra well done to Eva from Year 2, who managed the
starring role superbly as well as Daniel S and Dylan from Year 2 who stepped into the breach when
participants were sparse in one of our performances.

The children have enjoyed their class parties today and a very special visit today by Father Christmas.

Thank you to all our school team who make the school a very happy place for learning. Their energy and
commitment to our children is amazing!

And of course for all your contributions to school life and making Hellingly feel like a very strong community.  I
wish you all a very happy and healthy Christmas holiday. We look forward to seeing you back on Tuesday 4th
January 2022.

Mrs McKay, Head of School



A message from Miss Griggs, Assistant Headteacher and KS2 leader

Key Stage 2 have thoroughly enjoyed a jam-packed term full of exciting
learning opportunities across the curriculum as well as a heart-warming Carol
Concert bringing the school community together again.

Satellites have also been building their knowledge on world History, learning
all about the Egyptians and finishing their learning with their very own shadow
puppet show in their Science lessons.

Meteors have been busy building their knowledge about the gruesome and
vicious Vikings and completing the term making moving picture Christmas
cards in DT.

Planets have learnt all about the Ancient Maya and concluded the term
designing and creating chocolate bars  and even hand-stitching pouches to
hold their chocolate treats.

Stars have created their own shelters in their DT and consolidated their
learning about World War 1 and 2. It has been a pleasure to see the joy and excitement in each and every
classroom throughout the term.

Children should feel proud of all their achievements this term and I wish all of Key Stage 2 and their families a
well-deserved break over Christmas.



A message from Mrs Betts, KS1 leader

The Galaxies have been busy this term learning about Celebrations. They have
enjoyed learning about Christianity and the Christmas story whilst learning how to
perform in front of others for the nativity performance. We think they are great!

Asteroids have looked at acrostic poems and written their own Christmas
themed poems. They have also enjoyed reading the story 'Traction MAn'. There
has been some fabulous work extending their place value knowledge as they
strive to become more secure with two digit numbers.

Comets have been considering if it is possible to survive anywhere in the world.
They have learned about how a number of different animals adapt to harsh
environments, such as Polar Bears, Emperor Penguins and Camels. In Maths,
Comets have been using money and practicing totalling amounts and finding
small amounts of change - although one Comet noted that you could 'just put it
all on a credit card'.

The staff would also like to thank all the parents for their support with costumes and learning lines. The dress
rehearsal was filmed and will be available to buy. More details will follow in term 3.



A message from the PTA

The Hellingly School PTA would like to thank all parents and carers who have helped support and raise money
as we have returned to holding events throughout this term.

We have had a number of successful events this festive period which
have been enjoyed by both adults and the children in school. On
Wednesday 1st December we held the Christmas lights switch on at
school, and despite the weather, there was a great turn out! There has
also been decorate a bauble, mufti day, a wreath making workshop for
the adults. Secret Room and on the last day of term, a visit from this big
man himself! The children loved Secret Room and we hope the lucky
recipients like their presents!

We look forward to holding more events in the new year to raise money for our school. If any parents/carers
are interested in helping in anyway in 2022, we welcome you with open arms! Please email Kelly and Jessie at
hellinglyschoolpta@gmail.com.

Stay safe and have a great Christmas and new year. From, Hellingly School PTA.

Thanks to your shopping trip in Morrisons we have been awarded over 2500 ‘It’s Good
to Grow’ vouchers to help with the Year 6 allotment project. We have purchased lots
of seeds and garden equipment to start growing our own food, as well as bee friendly
flower seeds to encourage our little friends.

We say a fond farewell to Delia Cottingham who has been associated with the school as a
Parent, member of the PTA and as our hard working gardener tending to our Environmental
area for over 20 years. Thank you Delia for all your dedication.

Our cook, Lisa,has left to seek pastures new. Thank you for the lovely meals you served our
children and your hard work. We welcome Katy to the team with Julie and Claire.



Year 6 visit to The Imperial War Museum

Last Friday, Yr6 travelled up to the Imperial War Museum in London. The

journey was long but fun. We all ate delicious food whilst on the coach.

WW1

When we arrived, we saw the immense museum standing

before us. Huge turrets from the US Dreadnought stuck out the picture.

Walking through the side entrance we passed a small field with unusual trees. We were greeted by a nice

lady named Carol. She led us to a bag room, to leave our belongings, ready for the long walk around the

fascinating museum.

Carol led us to the foyer, where a towering V2 rocket stood with pride. The famous WW2 planes were

hung from the ceiling, including the outstanding Spitfire and the Hurricane.

Next, we first began our experience in the WW1 gallery, filled to the brim with significant, precious

artifacts, which included:

● A very detailed model replica of the US Dreadnought,

● Various types of gas shells, shrapnel and explosive shells,

● A glove in a glass cabinet, shrunken by gas,

● All the grenade and trench artillery

● All the Uniforms, which were very uncomfortable, due to wool and lice and the first ever created tanks.

Matthew: ‘I felt it was very interesting and I learnt loads, it was very upsetting seeing loads of

sentimental artifacts.’

WW2

After a lovely lunch in the lunchroom, we made our way to

the WW2 galleries. However, the galleries were full so we

looked around various artifacts during tragic events. A bent

window frame from the terrorist attack on 9/11 in New York

City, a Rolls Royce engine (which was fascinating) and

other artifacts.

Once the galleries were clear, we saw Uniforms (we

got to try on them it was very itchy), Mark IV tank, Big

Bertha, Anderson and Morrison Shelters (we went inside the

Anderson shelter - it was gloomy and rusty - the Morrison Shelter which was frightening and cramped). We

saw the pilot uniform of the German ace pilot the Red Baron, and went inside an artificial trench, even then it

was unpleasant. Various trench artillery were scattered around the entire building.



On the floor above, we looked at the various other artifacts. We saw all the people in the Iraq war that

had died and the reaction to nuclear power, it was extremely horrible.

Sam: The imperial War museum was very fascinating but also heartbreaking to see people risking their lives

for others and their country. We shall remember them.

Archie: It was very exciting to see various weapons and discover what it would be like to be there. And to

remember the people who fell for their Country.

We travelled back home in the coach, some people fell asleep along the way and arrived back at

school at 5:45pm in the dark. It was a great school trip.

Written by Sam Knight

ONLINE SAFETY

Christmas is such a wonderful time of year, excitable children and time to relax with family and friends. And of
course, there are new toys to play with.
With a huge increase in sales of devices (around 13 million people receive smartphones for Christmas each
year) it is important to ensure that you and your children are safe when playing with new kit. To help, we’ve
set out a few top tips to help keep your household safe online over the holidays.

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/top-tips-for-staying-safe-online-at-christmas
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/12-tips-for-christmas

Thinkuknow is the education programme from NCA-CEOP, a UK organisation which protects children both
online and offline.

Explore one of the six Thinkuknow websites for advice about staying safe when children are on a phone,
tablet or computer.

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-resource/top-tips-for-staying-safe-online-at-christmas
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/12-tips-for-christmas
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


Wedding Bells

Many congratulations to our Year 6 Teaching Assistant and her new
husband who celebrated their wedding day on the 4th December.

We wish much happiness to Mr and Mrs Cordell.

Our school has been nominated to take part in the token collections in the local
Tesco Hailsham Superstore and the Tesco Express from January until the end of
March next year.

We are asking for help to develop our playground and garden space into a
productive learning space with the opportunity to grow  fruit and vegetables
looked after by the children.

If you shop in Tesco’s then please remember to ask for a token and add it to the
box. The box with the most tokens will receive upto £1500 toward their project.
Thank you.

SCHOOL OFFICE

School office - It is high on our agenda that the Hellingly Community work in partnership. Please contact the
school office either via email or telephone if you would like to pass on a message or have a query.

Using our phone system you can now choose an option to contact ……

1. Absence line (please leave a message by 8.30am) - Please ensure
when leaving a message on the absence line you clearly state your
child has no COVID symptoms.

2. School Business Manager (Mrs Cole)

3. Inclusion Lead (Mrs Andrews)

4. Pastoral Lead (Mrs Ribbons)

5. School Office



Christmas Jumper Day 8th December
Thank you to all who took part and donated on Christmas Jumper Day. There was a wonderful array of
jumpers on display.

The School Council’s ‘Design Mrs McKay’s Christmas Jumper Competition’ was again well received and we
had a really tough time judging the competition. It was so tricky we had two winners!

Congratulations to both Connie and Amelia whose designs were transferred very carefully by Mrs Camp onto
a jumper for Mrs McKay to proudly wear on the day.

Hair Up!

Please can all girls with long hair have their hair up please. This is for their safety during
PE and running around the playground.  Also it helps to prevent the spread of nits!!

Maths

TT Rockstars supports the rapid recall of their times tables. Numbots aids their rapid recall of their number
bonds and addition and subtraction facts
The TimesTable Rockstar Award will be celebrated in each class this week awarded to the child who
has made the most effort and challenged themselves with their Times Tables or Number bonds.



COVID - 19 Update

We are closely monitoring the current situation
with regards to the number of cases in the area
and across the country, the new variant Omicron
and government updates.  We will keep you
informed of any changes that may occur over
the holidays via schoolcomms.

In the meantime we ask for you to wear  a mask when picking up and dropping off
your child at the start and end of the day and to not come onto the school premises
if you have any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19.

Over the Christmas period please keep in contact with us via the
office@hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk email address if one of our pupils within your family
have had a PCR test and they have tested positive.  It is important that we have this
information so we can share it with close contacts.

We also ask should a member of your family test positive that before returning to
school, our pupil  has a negative PCR result before returning to school.

This communication and information helps us have a very clear oversight of cases
within our school.

Please help us to keep the number of cases low by:
● Not sending your child to school if they have a new, continuous cough, a high

temperature or a loss of taste and smell. It can be difficult for all if a child is brought
to school with these symptoms and we would advise that you arrange a PCR test as
soon as possible for them. You can book one using the following link
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

● If your child is ill, please let the office staff know via email or a telephone call,
clearly detailing the symptoms. If you have any other questions or concerns about
COVID 19, contact the helpline on 119 for additional advice.

mailto:offic@hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk


Hellingly Community Primary School Facebook page
Please like our page Hellingly Community Primary School to keep updated. You can also find the link to this

page on our school website https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool

Dates for your diary

2021 - 2022

Please remember ONLY to take holidays outside of term time.
All holidays will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.

Term 1 Monday 6th September 2021 - Friday 22nd October 2021
Term 2 Monday1st November 2021 - Friday 17th December
Term 3 Tuesday 4th January 2022 - Thursday 10th  February
Term 4 Monday 21th February 2022 - Friday 1st April 2022
Term 5 Wednesday 20th April 2022 - Friday 27nd May 2022 (May Day
2.5.22)
Term 6 Monday 6th June 2022 - Thursday 21st July 2022

All term dates and school holidays for this year and next academic year are listed on the school website
https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/
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