
 

 

Hellingly Community School 

Newsletter  

22nd October 2022  

Welcome to our Term 1 Newsletter 

As our first term of the year draws to a close, it is good to look back and reflect on all that has been achieved 
already. At the end of the holidays we had the additional Year 6 temporary classroom removed from our 

playground and the children have been enjoying the additional space at playtimes. It is great to watch the 
children all interacting together as a key stage rather than in their classes only this term. 

 
From Week 3 of this term we welcomed our new reception cohort into school full time and they have settled 
in very well indeed (See the message from Mrs Varley below). 

 
One aspect that we have all enjoyed as a school is being together again in assemblies, albeit in key stages 

rather than the whole school. Assemblies give us an opportunity to learn together about our school values as 
well as important school, community and global events and topics. This term we have had assemblies for all 

on these topics and more: the Jewish festival, Yom Kippur, Safeguarding- how to keep ourselves safe, 
National Poetry Day, resilience and Black History Month. 
 

This term we have been very proud that so many of our children at school want to take on roles and 
responsibilities. Miss Griggs and myself had the pleasure of reading applications and interviewing for the Peer 

Leadership Team and Head of Houses roles. We were so impressed with the responses to the questions in the 
interviews, they all made our decision of whom to choose for which role very difficult.  Eco-Monitors  and 

School Council have also been elected for each class too and are busy around our school. 
 
External clubs and in-house clubs have started again which many children are enjoying. Mrs Betts has been 

running the Cricket club this term and has been very impressed with ‘the use of the forward defensive, 
excellent running between the wickets, beautiful cover drives as well as the exceptional fielding on the 

offside’! Mrs Boorman will be sending out clubs for Term 2 in the first week back.  
 

Sadly due to the weather we had to cancel our KS2 Inter-house basketball and netball afternoon on 
Wednesday this week however we have set aside the first Wednesday back (3rd November) to try again. 

Please can this day be PE Kit for all KS2 year groups again.   
 
A highlight from this term has to be the Harvest. It was fabulous to be able to share the festival with many 

parents in St Peter and St Paul Church in Hellingly (see the message from Mrs Heffernan below) 
 

And only this week Year 2 went to Drusillas on a class trip. They were bursting with excitement to venture out 
of school as a class but there were many questions to be answered before hand. One being ‘Will we be 

going to Drusillas every Wednesday now?’ (see the message from Mrs Betts in 
this newsletter)  
 

Thank you for all your contributions to school life and making Hellingly feel like 
a very strong community. I wish you all a lovely half term. We look forward to 

seeing you back on Monday 1st November. 
 

Mrs McKay, Head of School 



 

Goodbyes 
Today we have said goodbye to two of our Teaching Assistants. 

Jane Birchall will be leaving us from Year 1 to spend more time with 

her family and work with younger children. And Mrs Foy, has made 

the decision to begin an Education MA. Mrs Foy will continue to 

teach Year 4 once a week so she hasn’t left the fold entirely! We 

thank them both for their commitment to the school, particularly 

over the last 18 months where their work during school closure with 

key worker children and online was incredibly valued. We wish 

them both well. 

 
 

2021-22 Galaxies 

The Galaxies have been amazing at settling into their first term and adapting to the new routine 

and expectation of school. 

We have been reading stories related to families, people, feelings and ourselves. The Galaxies have 

been learning to identify and talk about features of their faces and what makes them different. 

It has been a joy observing their play behaviours in class and finding out each other’s interests. We 

have enhanced our environment and learning activities with police role play, mobilo to build 

monster trucks and real food in the home corner. 

We have also started learning the letter sounds of the alphabet, using Little Wandle Letters   and 

Sounds Programme https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/. It has 

been busy and fun!  

Mrs Varley 

 

    
   
 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


 
HARVEST FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS 

It has been a busy but fun few weeks at school and the children have once again been working extremely 

hard. Our Harvest festival week started off with the whole school taking it in turns to walk, whilst dodging the 

rain, to St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church where we held our rehearsals – a first for KS1! The following day, again 

with the weather on our side, we once again walked to church for our Harvest celebrations. These were 

fantastic occasions, where the children all sang so beautifully; PLT read and presented; House Captains 

recited a poem, as did Year 2; and each class was able to shine as they sang their own song.  We were so 

thrilled to have welcomed so many of you to the church. I know it meant a lot to the children – especially 

when you all joined in with our final songs!  

We were able to give a huge number of items to the foodbank, of which they were very grateful. So, thank 

you once again for your generosity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HAILSHAM FOODBANK 

Hellingly CP School collected 49.70kg of toiletries. This will help 

support families in crisis within Hailsham and the surrounding area. 

Thank you so much for your support! 

 

 



Introducing our Peer Leadership Team and our Head of Houses 

 

Pupil leadership Team (PLT) and Heads of House are students who are a positive role model to all 

members of the school community. The role of PLT is a responsible role in the school with many 

important duties and responsibilities. The Head of House forms a team that leads the four houses 

that run through the school. Together the PLT and the Heads of House encourage others to 

contribute to the life of the school.  

The PLT and Head of House are selected from Year 6 pupils who are able to demonstrate that they  

can meet the roles and responsibilities attached to their role. We were delighted with the amount 

of applications received for these roles. The children were interviewed in a group answering 

questions on why they were suitable, their biggest accomplishment so far and what they would do 

if they saw someone littering. Another question was around what was important to them and we 

learnt very quickly that the world, the environment and protecting animals is high on our Year 6 

pupils agenda.   

The PLT wear a purple jumper provided by the school with a white school emblem. The Head of 

Houses will be given badges linked to the house colour they are head of.  

Congratulations to all who applied. You should be very proud of yourselves.  

 

NEW TO RECEPTION 

 
We are taking bookings for prospective parent visits on 

Tuesday 16th November and Thursday 2nd December. 

Please ring our school office to book a time to be shown 

around our school. In the meantime have a look at our 

school here: https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/news/our-
school-video/  

 

 

https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/news/our-school-video/
https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/news/our-school-video/


 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHER 

 Our School Photographer will be coming into school to take individual / sibling 

photos on Thursday 11th November. This will be internal sibling groups only who 

attend our school due to Covid restrictions.  Please ensure your child is in the 

correct uniform on that day. Thank you. 

 

 

POETRY COMPETITION 

Lots of amazing entries were received for our poetry competition!  

The standard was very impressive. From short poems, to long poems, rhyming poems to raps, there was a 

huge variety of talent on display.  

It was really hard to pick a winner, but Aliya from Asteroids and Alexis from Satellites were the proud recipients 

of prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BELL RINGERS REQUIRED 

Bell Ringers Wanted - Are you interested in learning to ring Church Bells? 

Hellingly Church Ringers are looking for new members to join their friendly 

band. Anyone over the age of 12 can learn to ring, it is an enjoyable and 

sociable activity. Tuition for learners and returners is given. We meet on 

Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm at Hellingly Church. For more 

information contact us at enquiries@hellinglyringers.co.uk    

 

 

YEAR 2 DRUSILLAS 

On Wednesday 20th October, year 2 visited Drusillas. Despite the 

variable weather, we were lucky to be able to avoid the worst of 

the downpours. The children enjoyed stamping their spotter books 

as they found a range of animals. Highlights were watching the 

Gibbons acrobatics and seeing some of the recently born 

monkeys. The children completed the Chomp Much Chew 

workshop, where they impressed James the zoo keeper with their 

knowledge of food chains and predation. There was an 

opportunity to meet and touch a snake, a bearded dragon, a 

hissing cockroach and a chinchilla named John. He was very soft! 

Everyone was very tired after their especially exciting day out.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

POPPY APPEAL 

 

Our PLT will be selling poppies and wristbands supporting the Royal 

British Legion Poppy Appeal on the gates from Monday 1st  

November. Thank you. 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@hellinglyringers.co.uk


SCHOOL OFFICE 

School office - It  is high on our agenda that the Hellingly Community work in partnership. Please contact the  

school office either via email or telephone if you would like to pass on a message or have a query.  

Using our phone system you can now choose an option to contact ……  

1. Absence line (please leave a message by 8.30am) - Please ensure when 

leaving a message on the absence line you clearly state your child has no 
COVID symptoms.  

2. School Business Manager (Mrs Cole)  

3. Inclusion Lead (Mrs Andrews)  

4. Pastoral Lead (Mrs Ribbons)  

5. School Office  

 

 

 

 

 

Hair Up! 

Please can all girls with long hair have their hair up please. This is for their safety during 

PE and running around the playground.  Also it helps to prevent the spread of nits!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths  

 
TT Rockstars supports the rapid recall of their times tables. Numbots aids their rapid recall of their number 
bonds and addition and subtraction facts 

The TimesTable Rockstar Award will be celebrated in each class this week awarded to the child who 
has made the most effort and challenged themselves with their Times Tables or Number bonds. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Hellingly Community Primary School Facebook page 

Please like our page Hellingly Community Primary School to keep updated. You can also find the link to this 

page on our school website https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool  

 

 

 

Keep YouTube Safe! 
 
We all know how brilliant YouTube can be but did you 

know it is meant to be for ages 13+? Apple have even 

rated it as 17+ on their App Store. Of course, we don't 

want to take away this brilliant platform from the children 

as it can be a great tool for learning and finding out more 

about the world, so here are some things you can do to 
ensure your child is using YouTube safely. 

 

● You can set it to 'restricted mode.' This will filter out anything that 

is deemed as 'adult content' but this may not always work. For this you 

would need a signed in Google account. 

● Use YouTube together. Explore together and find out what it is 

they like to watch. Make sure they know they can always speak to 

you about things they have seen. 

● Use YouTube Kids. This is highly recommended by YouTube itself. 

YouTube Kids is aimed at children aged 13 and under. It provides a 

safer environment and even offers further parental controls, allowing 

you to select the things they can watch. 

Find out how to set up the parental controls here: 

https://support.google.com/youtubekids/answer/6172308?hl=en-GB 

 

Below is an article going into more detail about the benefits and risks of allowing children on 

YouTube and more tips: 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/should-ilet-my-child-set-up-a-youtube-account/ 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hellinglycommunityprimaryschool
https://support.google.com/youtubekids/answer/6172308?hl=en-GB
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/should-ilet-my-child-set-up-a-youtube-account/


Traffic 

 
We are very aware how busy the road is at the start and end of the day. We have contacted 

Highways, local businesses and our local MP, Naz Ghani to share our concerns. 

 

Please can we ask you to continue to remain patient at these busy times of the day and be 

considerate to where you are parking, especially with the winter months coming and the possibility of 

flooding on the road. 

 

 
 

COVID - 19 Update 
 

We are closely monitoring the current situation with regards to 

the number of cases in the area and across the country. 

Should the numbers increase significantly, we  will re-

introduce some of the safety measures we had previously 

across the school. Please can we ask that although not 

mandatory at the moment, that you consider wearing a mask 

when picking up and dropping off your child at the start and 

end of the day. 

  

Please help us to keep the number of cases low by:  

● Not sending your child to school if they have a new, continuous cough, a  high temperature or a loss 

of taste and smell. It can be difficult for all if a  child is brought to school with these symptoms and we 

would advise  that you arrange a PCR test as soon as possible for them. You can book  one using the 

following link https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

● If your child is ill, please let the office staff know via email or a telephone  call, clearly detailing the 

symptoms. If you have any other questions or  concerns about COVID 19, contact the helpline on 119 

for additional  advice.  

 

Thank you for continuing to support us through this time and for your  understanding when we need to 

contact you to collect your child from school,  should they become unwell during the day. Please be 

reassured, that we would  only ever do so, if we are concerned about  them and are following the  

recommended guidelines   

As always, please let us know if your  child tests positive over the half term, or can’t return to school on 

Monday 1st  November, due to illness or due to isolating. We are so grateful to all of  you for continuing to 

adhere to the COVID 19 guidelines so that we can ensure  our staff, children and families are as safe as 

they can be and that the  children’s learning is disrupted as little as possible. 

 



Dates for your diary  
 

2021 - 2022 

 
Please remember ONLY to take holidays outside of term time.  
All holidays will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. 

 

Term 1 Monday 6th September 2021 - Friday 22nd October 2021 

Term 2 Monday1st November 2021 - Friday 17th December 

Term 3 Tuesday 4th January 2022 - Thursday 10th  February 

Term 4 Monday 21th February 2022 - Friday 1st April 2022 

Term 5 Wednesday 20th April 2022 - Friday 27nd  May 2022 (May Day 2.5.22) 

Term 6 Monday 6th June 2022 - Friday 22nd July 2022  
 
All term dates and school holidays for this year and next academic year are listed on the school website 

https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/  

 

 

Wishing you a happy and safe half term. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

https://hellingly.e-sussex.sch.uk/parent-info/term-dates/

