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Book Bands

Dear Parents and Carers,

We would like to share this new outline of reading at Hellingly Primary School. During lockdown we have
restructured our scheme books and have put them in the order of ‘Book Bands’. Book bands are designed
to support children’s independent reading development by matching texts to their knowledge and
understanding of phonics.

Book bands start at pink and work along to lime.

Pink Red Yellow Blue Green Orange Turquoise Purple Gold White Lime

Prior to starting school most children learn to use images to tell stories and understand events. This is
essential to enable development of those early language skills. They then move on to add simple text where
they are able to apply the phonic knowledge to decode. They begin to make the connection between the
text and the image and are able to share their opinions of different books.

By reception their knowledge of phonics is greater and they apply their skills to books with simple stories.
Decoding is still the most important aspect at this stage and recognising many of the high frequency words,
i.e words that cannot be phonetically decoded, by sight. By year 1 the children have been introduced to all
44 phonemes and they are now learning the different graphemes for each of these. They practise these
skills in their reading and begin to answer very simple questions using picture clues as well as the text. At
this stage there is very basic inference (when you read between the lines and look for clues in a story) often
linked to images.

As a simple guide, children are expected to reach the lime band at seven or eight years old. Children who
read above lime band are reading fairly fluently and although some books are still graded above this band,
children are reading such a wide range of material that the banding becomes not so important. Please
remember however that children learn in different ways and make progress at different times.

From Year 2 there is a much greater emphasis on inference and a deeper understanding of language and
style used by the author. Children begin to appreciate the impact that text structure, punctuation and
language have on the reader. They are expected to use examples from the text to justify their thoughts and
opinions.

The books will vary in a number of ways, including layout, size, vocabulary and length, to give the children a
rich diet of literature. The difference between each colour band/number stage is very gradual, so that
children do not  experience great difficulty moving up through the scheme.



In addition to reading a banded book, children will be able to bring home a ‘reading for pleasure’ book of
their choice. This may be beyond their ability to read independently, so please share this book by reading
aloud with your child. We have chosen a range of high quality texts for the children to select from and these
are indicated by a white ‘reading for pleasure’ label on the spine.

To help ensure that staff in school can support your child’s reading in an efficient and supportive manner,
please record in your child’s reading record each day, where they have read to and how they are getting on
with the book. We will do the same when they read at school.

A Word of Caution!
Reading is not a race, it is a journey! Children learn at different rates just as they learn to walk, dress
themselves at different rates. Reading must not be treated as a competition. If children are rushed through
the books they will not achieve the enjoyment and understanding necessary. Books that they find too
difficult will soon put them off reading!

Things to Remember
● Do you hear your child read every day?
● Do you read to your child?
● Do you read? Are you a role model for your child?
● Little and often is more beneficial than a long session once a week.
● Think about how long you are reading for - the amount of reading time shouldn’t exceed

your child’s span of  attention.
● Pick your timing carefully - it’s best not to embark on a reading session when your child is tired.

Every child is an individual - try not to compare your child’s progress with other children or with
brothers and sisters.

● You don’t have to just read books to encourage reading - try menus, shop signs, comics, road signs,
leaflets, adverts

Our new reading journey in summary
● Children who are reading within the book banding system will bring home two books to read: a

banded book and a reading for pleasure book.
● children who have progressed through the banded book system and have become ‘free readers’ will

bring home a reading for pleasure book only to share with you.
● Please hear your child read daily. It is the most important thing you can do to support their learning.
● Please comment in their reading record daily. Your child’s teacher will provide opportunities for

reading books to be changed on a Monday and a  Thursday.

Always talk to us if you are concerned about your child's reading. Reading shouldn’t become a chore or a
bedtime battle. We are passionate about reading and very happy to share ideas that might help to ignite
reading at home!

Yours Sincerely,

Mrs. Harriet Betts
Reading and Writing Lead


