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feature
Definition Example

1 Plural noun
suffixes: -s or -es

The prefix un.

Suffixes that can be added to verbs where no
change is needed in the spelling of root words.

Changes the meaning of verbs and adjectives.

Dog - dogs. Wish - wishes. The dogs were playing. She wishes
upon a star.
Helping, helped, helper. The man helped her. She was helping
the patient.

Unkind, undoing, untie. We need to untie the boat. That was
unkind.

2 Verb

Adjective

Adverb

Possessive
apostrophe

Suffix

Compound word

A doing word or action.

A describing word.

A word that describes how something is done.

Added to a noun to show possession.

An ending added to a word. (-ness, -er, -ful, -less)

Two small words making a new word.

I was running down the road.

It was a beautiful day.

She sang loudly.

It is Toby’s ball.

The bag felt lighter and her gait was more purposeful.

The milkman gets up early.

3 Conjunction

Preposition

Present perfect
form of verbs

Inverted commas

A word used to connect clauses or sentences.

A word that tells you where or when something is
in relation to something else.

Describes events which started in the past but
have continued up until the present.

Used to punctuate direct speech (also referred to

I played outside when it was snowing.

The bottle was in the bag underneath the table.

He has gone out to play. (present perfect)  He went out to play.
(simple past)

“It is snowing,” commented Tom, looking out of the window.



Subordinate
clause

as speech marks).

A clause (part of a sentence) that is dependent on
the main clause.

She played in the snow before it all melted.

4 Verb inflections

Expanded noun
phrases

Fronted
adverbials

Apostrophes for
plural possession

Determiner

Possessive
pronoun

We were instead of we was or I did instead of I
done to show correct tense.

Using adjectives and other descriptive methods to
describe an object (noun).

Using an adverb at the beginning of a sentence
with a comma after it.

Showing something belonging to more than one
object.

A word placed in front of a noun to make it clear
what the noun refers to.

Pronouns that help show possession (e.g. mine,
yours, his, hers, its, ours, yours)

We were going out for a walk.

The strict maths teacher with curly hair shouted.

Later that day, I heard the phone ring.

All three girls’ coats were missing.

My cat is black. His work is good. There were many cakes in the
oven.

Your hair is still wet.

5 Relative clauses

Relative pronoun

Modal verbs

Cohesive devices

A relative clause adds to a sentence by using a
pronoun.

A relative pronoun is a word which is used to
begin a relative clause, such as 'who', 'that',
'whose', 'which', and 'whom'.

Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs e.g.
perhaps, surely or modal verbs e.g. might, should,
will, must

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph
e.g. then, after that, this, firstly. Cohesion means
that writing is well structured with linked ideas that
follow a logical pattern. Sentences and

The person who bought his car found a 3-carat diamond under
the seat.

The dog that stole the pie is back. (The relative pronoun is
bold.)

Some adverbs show how likely or something will happen:
Never describes something that will not happen, not ever.
Always describes something that happens all the time.
Maybe and  perhaps are degrees of possibility in between never
and always.

After that, I decided to change my course so that I could train to
be a vet.



Adverbials

Parenthesis

Ambiguity

paragraphs flow smoothly and are written in the
same tense, meaning the piece of writing as a
whole is fluid and makes sense.

Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of
time e.g. later, place e.g. nearby and number e.g.
secondly or tense choices

Parenthesis is adding extra information to a
sentence using brackets, dashes or commas.Use
brackets, dashes or commas to indicate
parenthesis

Ambiguity is where a sentence could be open to
more than one meaning. Use commas to clarify
meaning or avoid ambiguity.

He had seen her before.

James - who was terrified of heights - was taking part in a
charity skydive at the weekend.

The shop was empty except for a woman carrying a baby and a
security guard.
Inside, the dog was barking.
Inside the dog was barking.

The shop was empty except for a woman carrying a baby and a
security guard.

6 Hyphens

Synonym /
antonym

Ellipsis

Subject

Active

Passive

Colons & semi
colons.

Understand how hyphens can be used to avoid
ambiguity.

Understand how words are related by meaning as
synonyms (mean the same) and antonyms (mean
the opposite).

An ellipsis is a punctuation mark using three dots
to indicate time or a pause

The subject is part of the sentence that contains
the person or thing performing the action.

In an active sentence, the subject performs the
action.

In a passive sentence, the subject is on the
receiving end of the action.

Use the colon to introduce a list and use
semi-colons within lists.

man eating shark versus man-eating shark, or recover versus
re-cover.

e.g. big, large, little, small

Today...we moved house.

Jennifer walked to the store. (Subject is Jennifer)

I broke the window in the greenhouse.

The window in the greenhouse was broken (by me).

The people attending the party are: John, the policeman; Steve,
the milkman; and Toby, the politician.




